
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR YOUR 5-MINUTE SAFETY BRIEFING 
#11:  Preparing Your Car 

 
They’re coming!  Everyone who drives this 
nation’s highways has passed them by!  
You will be able to find them steaming in a 
rest area or bathed in the flashing yellow 
lights of a tow truck.  They are stranded 
motorists!  This summer, are you going to 
become one of them?  By taking a few 
moments to prepare your car before your 
trip can keep you from joining their 
numbers. 
 
Lights 
�� Headlights/high beams  
�� Turn signals 
�� Emergency flashers 

 
Under Your Hood 
�� Oil, full and changed less then 5,000 

miles ago 
�� Power steering fluid 
�� Brake fluid  
�� Coolant, full and changed less then 

36,000 miles 
�� Transmission (check IAW owner’s 

manual) 
�� Belt and hoses are in good condition 
�� Windshield washer fluid 
 

Tires 
�� Tread depth greater then 1/16 inch 
�� Free from cracking and gouges 
�� Rotated within last 10K miles 
�� Number of lug nuts = number of studs = 

number of holes in wheel rim 
�� Proper inflation 
�� The spare has air 
 
Windows/mirrors 
�� Clean 
�� Free from cracks 
�� Firmly attached 
�� Properly adjusted 

 
General/other 
�� Doors close and latch 
�� Seat belts lock securely 
�� Engine tuned 
�� Hood latches properly 
�� Battery is clean and connections are 

good 
�� Exhaust system is free from leaks 
 
Remember: An ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure!  A penny now saves a 
dollar later!  Pay me now, or pay me later.  
A bird in hand beats 2 in the bush.  Early to 
bed……. 
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